MATERIALISM                         153
the moon full to-night ?" a great variety of true answers may be offered, when we are ignorant of the questioner's special interest in the matter. The moon is full because it is placed on the opposite side of the Earth from the Sun; because it has a surface which reflects light; because a month has elapsed since last full moon; because it is a little out of the direct straight line with the Sun and Earth; because the Sun is shining upon that half of its surface turned towards the Earth; because rays of light can traverse space, etc., etc. Our answer to a child would be different from our answer to an astronomer; for the former would be interested in different features of the process from the latter. But in order to furnish a comprehensive answer to the question how or by what process the full moon occurs, all these factors one after another would have to be enumerated. The "why" of phenomena is no more than a special case of the " how " ; and all questions " why " certain phenomena occur are answered, if at all, only by relating how they occur; nor can they be answered in any other way; nor has the interrogative cc why " any other significance that is conceivable to mankind. In explaining why some phenomenon occurs, we merely have to exercise an eclectic discrimination in deciding which of the numerous factors concerned in the process is most likely to satisfy the curiosity of the inquirer. And all those factors, under analysis, may be resolved into a graphical or historical account of the changes undergone from moment to moment by the matter and energy engaged in the production of the phenomenon.
Not only is there no transcendental difference between how and why, as Professor Karl Pearson imagines, but, in the loose and imperfect language of ordinary life, their meanings insensibly grade into one another, and they may even be used indiscriminately. The questions how he got tuberculosis and why he got tuberculosis are very slightly, if at all, different. In other cases the difference is greater, as, for instance, in the questions how he travelled up to London,